then waited on his Excellency, on the part of the brother and the sister, and repeated their threats and their demands, adding that he would write a memorial both to the Emperor of the French and to the King of Spain, were justice refused to his principals any longer.
Gravina was well aware that this affair, though more laughable than criminal, would hurt both his character and credit if it were known in France; he therefore consented to pay seventy-six thousand livres more, upon a formal renunciation by the party of all future claims. Not having money sufficient by him, he went to borrow it from a banker, whose clerk was one of Talleyrand's secret agents. Our minister, therefore, ordered every step of Gravina to be watched; but he soon discovered that instead of wanting this money for a political intrigue, it was necessary to extricate him out of an amorous scrape. Hearing, however, in what a scandalous manner the ambassador had been duped and imposed upon, he reported it to Bonaparte, who gave Fouche orders to have both Valere, Barrels and the attorney immediately transported to Cayenne, and to restore Gravina his money. The former part of this order the minister of police executed so much the more willingly, as it was according to his plan that Barrois had pitched upon Gravina for a lover. She had been intended by him as a spy on his Excellency, but had deceived him by her re- value, asmed to endure the guidance of the most ignorant minister that to the nocturnal assiduities of Eugenius de Beauharnais and of Colonel la General Valence, directed him when he was not ruled or dictated to by his wife or brother-in-law.
